
1 of 5 
 

State 
Constitutional 

provision(s) Relevant case(s) Remarks 

Alabama Ala. Const. §§ 93, 
94, 98. 
Ala. Const. 
Amend. Nos. 150, 
192 (and similar). 

--- Gift Clause, but pension 
exception 

Alaska Ak. Const. art. 9, 
§ 6. 

Dearmond v. Alaska St. Devt. 
Corp., 376 P.2d 717 (Alaska 
1962). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose only 

Arizona Ariz. Const. art. 
9, § 7. 

Turken v. Gordon, 223 Ariz. 
342, 224 P.3d 158 (2010). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose and 
consideration in some form 

Arkansas Ark. Const. art. 
12, § 5; art. 16, § 1. 

City of Fort Smith v. Bates, 
544 S.W.2d 525 (Ark. 1976). 
Forrest City v. Bank of 
Forrest City, 172 S.W. 1148 
(Ark. 1915). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose and 
consideration in some form 

California Cal. Const. art. 16, 
§§ 6, 17. 

Alameda County v. Janssen, 
16 Cal. 2d 276 (1940). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
consideration in some form 

Colorado Colo. Const. art. 
11, §§ 1, 2. 

McNichols v. City & County 
of Denver, 280 P.2d 1096 
(Colo. 1955). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose only 

Connecticut Conn. Const. art. 
1, § 1. 

State ex rel. Levine v. Lee, 145 
A.2d 378, 381 (Conn. Super. 
Ct. 1958). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose only 

Delaware Del. Const. art 8, 
§§ 4, 8. 

Opinion of the Justices, 177 
A.2d 205 (Del. 1962). 
Fraternal Order of Firemen 
of Wilmington, Del., Inc. v. 
Shaw, 196 A.2d 734 (Del. 
1963). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose only 

Florida Fla. Const. art. 7, 
§ 10. 

State ex rel. Destin v. 
Flowers, 403 So.2d 488 (Fla. 
Dist. Ct. App. 1981). 
Fla. Op. Atty. Gen. No. 079-
56, 1979 WL 31405 (May 30, 
1979). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose and 
consideration in some form 
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State 
Constitutional 

provision(s) Relevant case(s) Remarks 

Georgia Ga. Const. art. 3, 
§ 6, ¶ 6. 

Haggard v. Bd. of Regents of 
Univ. Sys. of Ga., 360 S.E.2d 
566 (Ga. 1987). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose and 
consideration in come form 

Hawaii Haw. Const. art. 
7, § 4. 

State ex rel. Amemiya v. 
Anderson, 545 P.2d 1175 
(Haw. 1976). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose only 

Idaho Idaho Const. art. 
8, §§ 2, 4; art. 12, 
§ 4. 

Jensen v. Boise-Kuna Irr. 
Dist., 269 P.2d 755 (Idaho 
1954). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose and 
consideration in some form 

Illinois Ill. Const. art. 8, § 
1. 

Village of Oak Lawn v. Faber, 
880 N.E.2d 659 (Ill. App. Ct. 
2007). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose and 
consideration in come form 

Indiana Ind. Const. art. 
10, § 6; art. 11, § 
12. 

No case directly on point 
was found. 

Gift Clause, but pension 
exception 

Iowa Iowa Const. art. 
7, § 1. 

John R. Grubb, Inc. v. Iowa 
Housing Finance Authority, 
255 N.W.2d 89 (Iowa 1977). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose only 

Kansas None N.A. No Gift Clause 

Kentucky Ky. Const. §§ 177, 
179. 

Hayes v. St. Property & 
Bldgs. Com'n, 731 S.W.2d 797 
(Ky. 1987). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose only 

Louisiana La. Const. art. 7, 
§ 14. 

La. Mun. Ass'n v. State, 893 
So.2d 809 (La. 2005). 

Gift Clause, but pension 
exception 

Maine None N.A. No Gift Clause 

Maryland Md. Const. art. 3, 
§§ 34, 54, 59. 

City of Frostburg v. Jenkins, 
136 A.2d 852 (Md. 1957). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose only 

Massachusetts Mass. Const. art. 
62, §§ 1-4. 

In re Opinion of the Justices, 
8 N.E.2d 753 (Mass. 1937). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose only 

Michigan Mich. Const. art. 
7, § 26; art. 9, §§ 
18, 19. 

Sinas v. City of Lansing, 151 
N.W.2d 858 (Mich. Ct. App. 
1967). 

Gift Clause, but pension 
exception 

Minnesota Minn. Const. art. 
11, § 2. 

Minn. Energy & Econ. Dev't 
Auth. V. Printy, 351 N.W.2d 
319 (Minn. 1984). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose only 

Mississippi Miss. Const. art. 
4, § 66; art. 7, § 
183; art. 14, § 258. 

Miss. Op. Atty. Gen. No. 
2009-00008, 2009 WL 
367645. 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose and 
consideration in some form 
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State 
Constitutional 

provision(s) Relevant case(s) Remarks 

Missouri Mo. Const. art. 3, 
§ 39; art. 6, §§ 23, 
25. 

Kansas City v. Brouse, 468 
S.W.2d 15 (Mo. 1971). 
St. Louis Police Officers' 
Ass'n v. Bd. of Police Com'rs, 
846 S.W.2d 732 (Mo. Ct. 
App. 1992). 

Gift Clause, but pension 
exception 

Montana None N.A. No Gift Clause 

Nebraska Ne. Const. art. 13, 
§ 3. 

Haman v. Marsh, 467 
N.W.2d 836 (Neb. 1991). 
Retired City Civilian 
Employees Club of City of 
Omaha v. City of Omaha 
Employees' Retirement 
System, 260 N.W.2d 472 
(Neb. 1977). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose and 
consideration in some form 

Nevada Nev. Const. art. 8, 
§§ 9, 10. 

State ex rel. Brennan v. 
Bowman, 503 P.2d 454 (Nev. 
1972). 
City of Las Vegas v. 
Ackerman, 457 P.2d 525 
(Nev. 1969). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose only 

New 
Hampshire 

N.H. Const. pt. 1, 
art. 10; pt. 2, art. 
5. 
N.H. Const. pt. 1, 
art. 36. 

In re Opinion of the Justices, 
190 A. 425 (N.H. 1937). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose only 

New Jersey N.J. Const. art. 8, 
§ 2, ¶ 1. 
N.J. Const. art. 8, 
§ 3, ¶¶ 2-3. 

Roe v. Kervick, 199 A.2d 834 
(N.J. 1964). 
Maywood Educ. Ass'n v. 
Maywood Bd. of Educ., 330 
A.2d 636 (N.J. Super. Ct. Ch. 
Div. 1974). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose and 
consideration in some form 

New Mexico N.M. Const. art. 
9, § 14. 

State ex rel. Office of State 
Engineer v. Lewis, 150 P.3d 
375 (N.M. App. 2006). 
State ex rel. Sena v. Trujillo, 
129 P.2d 329 (N.M. 1942). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose and 
consideration in some form 

New York N.Y. Const. art. 7, 
§ 8; art. 8, § 1. 

Grand Realty Co. v. City of 
White Plains, 125 A.D.2d 639 
(N.Y. App. Div. 1986). 

Gift Clause, but pension 
exception 
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State 
Constitutional 

provision(s) Relevant case(s) Remarks 

North 
Carolina 

N.C. Const. art. 5, 
§§ 3-4. 

N.C. State Ports Authority v. 
First-Citizens Bank & Trust 
Co., 88 S.E.2d 109 (N.C. 
1955). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose and 
consideration in some form 

North Dakota N.D. Const. art. 
10, § 18. 

Haugland v. City of 
Bismarck, 818 N.W.2d 660 
(N.D. 2012). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose only 

Ohio Ohio Const. art. 
8, §§ 4, 6. 

Grendell v. Ohio Envtl. 
Protection Agency, 764 
N.E.2d 1067 (Ohio App. 
2001). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose and 
consideration in some form 

Oklahoma Okla. Const. art. 
10, §§ 15, 17. 

In re Okla. Dev't Fin. Auth., 
89 P.3d 1075 (Okla. 2004). 
Burkhardt v. City of Enid, 771 
P.2d 608 (Okla. 1989). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose and 
consideration in some form 

Oregon Or. Const. art. XI, 
§§ 7, 9. 
Or. Const. art. XI-
O, §§ 1, 4. 

Miles v. City of Eugene, 451 
P.2d 59 (Or. 1969). 
Carruthers v. Port of Astoria, 
438 P.2d 725 (Or. 1968). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose only 

Pennsylvania Pa. Const. art. 8, 
§ 8; art. 9, § 9. 

Tosto v. Pa. Nursing Home 
Loan Agency, 331 A.2d 198 
(Pa. 1975). 
Kulp v. City of Philadelphia, 
140 A. 129 (Pa. 1928). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose only 

Rhode Island R.I. Const. art. 6, 
§§ 11, 16. 

Kennedy v. State, 654 A.2d 
708 (R.I. 1995). 
Opinion to the Governor, 308 
A.2d 809 (R.I. 1973). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose only 

South 
Carolina 

S.C. Const. art. 10, 
§§ 11, 16. 

S.C. Farm Bureau Mktg. 
Ass'n v. S.C. State Ports 
Auth, 293 S.E.2d 854 (S.C. 
1982). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose only 

South Dakota S.D. Const. art. 13, 
§ 1. 

State v. Handlin, 162 N.W. 
379 (S.D. 1917). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose only 

Tennessee Tenn. Const. art. 
2, §§ 29, 31. 

Chattanooga-Hamilton 
County Hospital Authority v. 
City of Chattanooga, 580 
S.W.2d 322 (Tenn. 
1979).Bedford County 
Hospital v. Browning, 225 
S.W.2d 41 (Tenn. 1949). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose only  
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State 
Constitutional 

provision(s) Relevant case(s) Remarks 

Texas Tex. Const. art. 3, 
§§ 50-52; art. 11, § 
3. 

Pasadena Police officers 
Ass'n v. City of Pasadena, 
497 S.W.2d 388 (Tex. Civ. 
App. 1973). 
City of Houston v. Houston 
Firefighters' Relief & 
Retirement Fund, 196 S.W.2d 
271 (Tex. App. 2006). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose and 
consideration in some form 

Utah Utah Const. art. 
6, § 29. 

Utah Housing Finance 
Agency v. Smart, 561 P.2d 
1052 (Utah 1977). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose only 

Vermont Vt. Const. chap. I, 
art. 7. 

Gross v. Gates, 194 A. 465 
(Vt. 1937). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose only 

Virginia Va. Const. art. 10, 
§ 10. 

Almond v. Day, 61 S.E.2d 660 
(Va. 1956). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose and 
consideration in some form 

Washington Wash. Const. art. 
8, §§ 5, 7. 
Wash. Const. art. 
12, § 9; art. 29, § 1. 

King County v. Taxpayers of 
King County, 949 P.2d 1260 
(Wash. 1997). 
In re Ltd. Tax Gen. 
Obligation Bonds of City of 
Edmonds, 256 P.3d 1242 
(Wash. App. 2011). 
City of Marysville v. State, 
676 P.2d 989 (Wash. 1984). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose and 
consideration in some form 

West Virginia W. Va. Const. art. 
10, § 6. 

State ex rel. Bd. of Govs. of 
W. Va. Univ. v. Sims, 55 
S.E.2d 505 (W. Va. 1949). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose only 

Wisconsin Wis. Const. art. 8, 
§§ 3, 7; art. 4, § 
26. 

State ex rel. Singer v. Boos, 
171 N.W.2d 307 (Wis. 1969). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose only 

Wyoming Wyo. Const. art. 
16, § 6. 

Frank v. City of Cody, 572 
P.2d 1106 (Wyo. 1977). 

Gift Clause satisfied by 
public purpose and 
consideration in some form 

 


